
From: contact - Blacklight contact@blacklightadvocate.com
Subject: (1 of 2) FORMAL INSTITUTIONAL NOTICE: Request for Action Regarding Alleged County-Wide Court-Authority Defects

Date: May 3, 2026 at 9:55 AM
To: SLHarmon@rivco.org, LOPDCustomerService@rivco.org
Cc: LOPDAppellateUnit@rivco.org, LOPD-RIV.Juvenile@rivco.org, AVierra@rivco.org, RCVerlato@rivco.org, JoelleMoore@rivco.org,

BJPlate@rivco.org, CPOliver@rivco.org, SMHayes@rivco.org, AARathburn@rivco.org, JABender@rivco.org, WRRyan@rivco.org

RE: (1 of 2) FORMAL INSTITUTIONAL NOTICE: 
Request for Action Regarding Alleged County-Wide Court-Authority Defects

(Attachments set 1 of 2)

To: 

Riverside County Public Defender Steve Harmon, 
supervising attorneys, division leads, assigned deputy public defenders, and all recipients 
receiving this notice in their official capacity:

This notice and attachments (set 1 of 2) are directed to the Riverside County Law Offices of 
the Public Defender as an institutional notice concerning alleged county-wide court 
practices that may affect indigent defendants, represented litigants, prior proceedings, 
appellate review, ethical obligations, and preservation duties.

This communication is sent as a citizen petition and institutional notice concerning alleged 
public court practices, not as a personal accusation against each recipient. It is transmitted to 
ensure institutional awareness, prevent containment or inadvertent non-review, preserve 
relevant records, and allow appropriate personnel to evaluate any legal, ethical, or remedial 
obligations.

Because the issues described may affect multiple divisions and public-defense obligations, this notice may be provided 
to additional verified public-agency personnel for awareness, preservation, and internal accountability.

Ethics and Rule 8.3 Notice: To the extent the materials constitute credible evidence of attorney misconduct, California 
attorney recipients are requested to evaluate any applicable obligations under the California Rules of Professional 
Conduct, including rules 8.3 and 8.4.

Preservation Notice: Recipients are requested to preserve all potentially relevant records, communications, electronic 
files, metadata, policies, court records, internal notes, and materials concerning the issues identified in this notice, 
including any internal or external response to this communication.

Non-Retaliation Notice: This notice is not intended as a threat, demand for personal advantage, or personal accusation 
against every recipient. It is provided for preservation, ethics review, lawful escalation, and prevention of further harm. 
Any retaliation, intimidation, suppression, evidence destruction, or interference directed toward the sender, witnesses, 
affected litigants, whistleblowers, or persons assisting review may be treated as further evidence of scienter, deliberate 
indifference, obstruction, retaliation, or ratification.

Right to Petition Government: This notice is submitted pursuant to the right to petition government for redress of 
grievances and is intended for institutional review, preservation, and lawful evaluation. It is not intended as a threat, 
personal accusation against every recipient, or demand for personal advantage.

Reservation of Rights: All rights, claims, remedies, privileges, objections, and evidentiary positions are expressly 
reserved.

RivCo Public Defender



Any inquiries or responses may be directed to this email. 

Respectfully,

Blacklight Advocate 
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    San Diego CA 92101

Released pursuant to rights protected by the First Amendment and freedom of the 
press. 



From: contact - Blacklight contact@blacklightadvocate.com
Subject: (1 of 2) FORMAL INSTITUTIONAL NOTICE: Request for Action Regarding Alleged County-Wide Court-Authority Defects

Date: May 3, 2026 at 9:54 AM
To: SLHarmon@rivco.org, LOPDCustomerService@rivco.org
Cc: LOPDAppellateUnit@rivco.org, LOPD-RIV.Juvenile@rivco.org, AVierra@rivco.org, RCVerlato@rivco.org, JoelleMoore@rivco.org,

BJPlate@rivco.org, CPOliver@rivco.org, SMHayes@rivco.org, AARathburn@rivco.org, JABender@rivco.org, WRRyan@rivco.org
Bcc: FreshStart@rivco.org, VEArroba@rivco.org, DJMacher@rivco.org, LGPetrovich@rivco.org, NAKross@rivco.org,

DFrank@rivco.org, MMNguyen@rivco.org, JTEconomides@rivco.org, JKralovic@rivco.org, RADelatorre@rivco.org,
DJMcIntyre@rivco.org, JSPine@rivco.org, Backlight Advocate, llc contact@blacklightadvocate.com

RE: (1 of 2) FORMAL INSTITUTIONAL NOTICE: 
Request for Action Regarding Alleged County-Wide Court-Authority Defects

(Attachments set 1 of 2)

To: 

Riverside County Public Defender Steve Harmon, 
supervising attorneys, division leads, assigned deputy public defenders, and all recipients 
receiving this notice in their official capacity:

This notice and attachments (set 1 of 2) are directed to the Riverside County Law Offices of 
the Public Defender as an institutional notice concerning alleged county-wide court 
practices that may affect indigent defendants, represented litigants, prior proceedings, 
appellate review, ethical obligations, and preservation duties.

This communication is sent as a citizen petition and institutional notice concerning alleged 
public court practices, not as a personal accusation against each recipient. It is transmitted to 
ensure institutional awareness, prevent containment or inadvertent non-review, preserve 
relevant records, and allow appropriate personnel to evaluate any legal, ethical, or remedial 
obligations.

Because the issues described may affect multiple divisions and public-defense obligations, this notice may be provided 
to additional verified public-agency personnel for awareness, preservation, and internal accountability.

Ethics and Rule 8.3 Notice: To the extent the materials constitute credible evidence of attorney misconduct, California 
attorney recipients are requested to evaluate any applicable obligations under the California Rules of Professional 
Conduct, including rules 8.3 and 8.4.

Preservation Notice: Recipients are requested to preserve all potentially relevant records, communications, electronic 
files, metadata, policies, court records, internal notes, and materials concerning the issues identified in this notice, 
including any internal or external response to this communication.

Non-Retaliation Notice: This notice is not intended as a threat, demand for personal advantage, or personal accusation 
against every recipient. It is provided for preservation, ethics review, lawful escalation, and prevention of further harm. 
Any retaliation, intimidation, suppression, evidence destruction, or interference directed toward the sender, witnesses, 
affected litigants, whistleblowers, or persons assisting review may be treated as further evidence of scienter, deliberate 
indifference, obstruction, retaliation, or ratification.

Right to Petition Government: This notice is submitted pursuant to the right to petition government for redress of 
grievances and is intended for institutional review, preservation, and lawful evaluation. It is not intended as a threat, 
personal accusation against every recipient, or demand for personal advantage.



Reservation of Rights: All rights, claims, remedies, privileges, objections, and evidentiary positions are expressly 
reserved.

Any inquiries or responses may be directed to this email. 

Respectfully,

Blacklight Advocate 
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Released pursuant to rights protected by the First Amendment and freedom of the 
press. 



From: contact - Blacklight contact@blacklightadvocate.com
Subject: (2 of 2) FORMAL INSTITUTIONAL NOTICE: Request for Action Regarding Alleged County-Wide Court-Authority Defects

Date: May 3, 2026 at 9:57 AM
To: SLHarmon@rivco.org, LOPDCustomerService@rivco.org
Cc: LOPDAppellateUnit@rivco.org, LOPD-RIV.Juvenile@rivco.org, AVierra@rivco.org, RCVerlato@rivco.org, JoelleMoore@rivco.org,

BJPlate@rivco.org, CPOliver@rivco.org, SMHayes@rivco.org, AARathburn@rivco.org, JABender@rivco.org, WRRyan@rivco.org

RE: (2 of 2) FORMAL INSTITUTIONAL NOTICE: 
Request for Action Regarding Alleged County-Wide Court-Authority Defects

(Attachments set 2 of 2)

To: 

Riverside County Public Defender Steve Harmon, 
supervising attorneys, division leads, assigned deputy public defenders, and all recipients 
receiving this notice in their official capacity:

This notice and attachments (set 2 of 2) are directed to the Riverside County Law Offices of 
the Public Defender as an institutional notice concerning alleged county-wide court 
practices that may affect indigent defendants, represented litigants, prior proceedings, 
appellate review, ethical obligations, and preservation duties.

This communication is sent as a citizen petition and institutional notice concerning alleged 
public court practices, not as a personal accusation against each recipient. It is transmitted to 
ensure institutional awareness, prevent containment or inadvertent non-review, preserve 
relevant records, and allow appropriate personnel to evaluate any legal, ethical, or remedial 
obligations.

Because the issues described may affect multiple divisions and public-defense obligations, this notice may be provided 
to additional verified public-agency personnel for awareness, preservation, and internal accountability.

Ethics and Rule 8.3 Notice: To the extent the materials constitute credible evidence of attorney misconduct, California 
attorney recipients are requested to evaluate any applicable obligations under the California Rules of Professional 
Conduct, including rules 8.3 and 8.4.

Preservation Notice: Recipients are requested to preserve all potentially relevant records, communications, electronic 
files, metadata, policies, court records, internal notes, and materials concerning the issues identified in this notice, 
including any internal or external response to this communication.

Non-Retaliation Notice: This notice is not intended as a threat, demand for personal advantage, or personal accusation 
against every recipient. It is provided for preservation, ethics review, lawful escalation, and prevention of further harm. 
Any retaliation, intimidation, suppression, evidence destruction, or interference directed toward the sender, witnesses, 
affected litigants, whistleblowers, or persons assisting review may be treated as further evidence of scienter, deliberate 
indifference, obstruction, retaliation, or ratification.

Right to Petition Government: This notice is submitted pursuant to the right to petition government for redress of 
grievances and is intended for institutional review, preservation, and lawful evaluation. It is not intended as a threat, 
personal accusation against every recipient, or demand for personal advantage.

Reservation of Rights: All rights, claims, remedies, privileges, objections, and evidentiary positions are expressly 
reserved.



reserved.

Any inquiries or responses may be directed to this email. 

Respectfully,

Blacklight Advocate 

NOTE. The attachments provided are supporting examples of court cases and proceedings that illustrate court practices 
and are not meant to isolate, emphasize, or readjudicate the cases in this context. 
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Released pursuant to rights protected by the First Amendment and freedom of the press. 


